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The Training:
Before starting Veterinary College you need minimum school qualifications as well as significant non-academic achievements.  This will get you (if you’re lucky) to one of the 7 Veterinary colleges where you can obtain a degree (e.g. BVM&S or BVSc). Once you have obtained this degree you are entitled to become a member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (MRCVS), only then are you entitled to practice. There is no requirement to obtain post graduate qualifications in order to practice as a vet.

The training is long and hard and the Veterinary Course is regarded as one of the most difficult to pass. Although Vet Schools are university based the courses are structured more like a college or school where most of your day is taken up with formal teaching (lectures, tutorials, practicals and so forth). This is unlike arts or science courses where there may be only a few hours teaching through the day, leaving extra time for private study. As a vet student you will have to study during your `free' time.

Much of the practical course work involves dissection, work in slaughter houses and working with laboratory animals. In the later years of the course you may be expected to be part of an on-duty team which can mean being up all night at times dealing with hospitalised animals and emergency cases. You will also have to see practice initially on farms and eventually with Veterinary Surgeons, this takes up 50% of your vacation time so the amount of holiday time you will have to earn money to support yourself at college is severely restricted. The course lasts 5 years, or, in some cases, if you go to Cambridge or do the Nottingham pre-veterinary year, 6.

Veterinary Colleges in the UK - see links
Qualifications and other entry requirements:

Example criteria for assessing candidates (Bristol Vet school):

UK/EU Applicants:

A majority of GCSE grades at A/A

The GCSE sciences and mathematics at A/A

Chemistry A2 is compulsory, Biology A2 is strongly recommended.  The third A2 is recommended to be a science subject, but this is not essential 

Only three A2 subjects are required, excluding General Studies 

Contextual information such as school performance/educational disadvantage is taken into consideration by a "widening participation panel" that looks at all applicants from WP Schools who have initially not been offered an interview.  A number of such applicants are then offered an interview. 

If applicants come from BS postcodes, this is flagged both during the initial selection process and at interview, reflecting the University's commitment to the local area. 

When reading the personal statement, and especially at interview, important criteria for selection would include: 

A proven interest in veterinary science and commitment to the subject 

Some evidence of clear thinking and understanding, problem solving and analytical skills 

Evidence of effective team working 

Evidence of commitment to others 

Evidence of work experience both with veterinary surgeons as well as with animals 

Non-academic achievement and extra-curricular interests 

Positions of responsibility; voluntary or paid work 

Evidence of relevant reading or research beyond the A-level syllabus 

Evidence of motivation and commitment; a self-propelled learner!
To be a Veterinary Surgeon you need to love animals and have empathy with them. There is, however very little room for sentimentality in the job, at times you will have to make some fairly difficult decisions with a clear mind.

All Veterinary courses are always greatly oversubscribed, even having the correct school qualifications doesn't ensure a place, bear in mind the other, non-academic requirements above.

You should also approach the Vet Colleges personally, initially in writing to show your interest and make sure you take advantage of any open-days or similar that they may offer. The RCVS also has regular career days which you should attend.  Anything you can do do get yourself known will improve your chances of acceptance.
The Job:
Vets, once qualified can do a wide variety of related jobs and the veterinary degree can provide an opening to many non-veterinary career paths. Some of the most popular branches of veterinary medicine are:
GENERAL PRACTICE

This is the most popular career option, more than half of all vets in the UK are involved in general practice.  It involves direct, hands-on treatment of animals. Every practice is obliged to give 24 hour service, 365 days a year although in a multi-vet practice cover during anti-social hours will be done in turns, on a rota. Within general practice you will find yourself treating a wide range of species under a wide variety of conditions although most vets will eventually have some sort of specific interest in say pet animals, or production animals.

Types of practices differ, some will work to the highest standard possible whereas others prefer to offer a more `economy' type service. Some practices will specialise in the type of animal they treat - some will treat purely pets, some only horses whereas others will offer a service to all species (mixed practice). As a general practitioner you will find yourself in multiple roles such as physician, surgeon, pharmacist, dentist, manager, radiologist, anaesthetist, accountant, bereavement counsellor and so on. For this reason and many others general practice can be extremely rewarding, albeit very demanding on personal and family life.

There is plenty of opportunity for continued professional development (further education) although this is not a requirement for practice.
STATE VETERINARY SERVICE (SVS) 

The Government's delivery agent responsible for animal health and welfare in England, Scotland and Wales. It delivers government policies to farmers and keepers of livestock to help ensure that kept animals are healthy, disease free and well looked after. Works with partner organisations to help prevent anything harmful entering the human food chain.
DEPARTMENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND RURAL AFFAIRS

In this government department Veterinary Surgeons are involved mainly with the control of diseases in animals such as anthrax, tuberculosis, brucellosis, BSE, bird flu and foot and mouth disease. All these diseases represent a threat to human health or to animal welfare and production and the state has taken on the responsibility for researching and controlling them.
“Defra's core purpose is to improve the current and future quality of life. 

For the first time one department has brought together the interests of farmers and the countryside; the environment and the rural economy; the food we eat, the air we breathe and the water we drink. 

Integration of environmental, social and economic objectives - putting sustainable development into practice every day, and championing sustainable development as the way forward for Government.”

Official Veterinary Surgeons (meat inspection)

(OVSs) are qualified veterinary surgeons, who have additionally attained official designation to enforce legislation on public health and animal welfare at slaughter. They carry statutory responsibility under the relevant hygiene regulations for ante-mortem inspection, slaughter, post-mortem inspection, and health marking. The majority of OVSs are supplied to the MHS by veterinary contractors.

veterinary research

Veterinary research allows us to obtain a greater understanding of how diseases originate and spread, and what effect this has on animals. This leads to improved prevention strategies against specific diseases, including the production of vaccines, improved diagnostic tests, and the ability to breed healthy and productive animals.  Veterinary research is conducted by the state, by private industry and by vets in general practice.
CHARITIES AND ANIMAL WELFARE

Depending on the job, veterinary surgeons can be responsible for the health of farm, companion, wild and captive animals. They offer preventative and curative treatments, diagnose problems and perform surgery. There is a limited number of posts at the RSPCA and other animal welfare organisations, as well as opportunities in private practices, at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs(DEFRA), and zoos

ZOO AND EXOTICS

Private: The International Zoo Veterinary Group (IZVG) was founded in 1976, by the association of two veterinary practices which were involved in full-time freelance zoo animal medicine. One associate practice, Dinnes Memorial Veterinary Hospital, is based in California and works mainly in the United States and the Far East; the other, Taylor, Greenwood, Lewis and Thornton is based in Britain and works mainly in the UK, Europe and the Middle East.

State - DEFRA: The Zoos Forum is an independent advisory body on zoo licensing matters. The members of the Forum represent a broad range of expertise and experience in the world of animal welfare and conservation, from scientists and veterinary surgeons to educators and directors of animal conservation institutions.

The Forum's Terms of Reference are:

to encourage the role of zoos in conservation, education and scientific research; to keep under review the operation and implementation of the zoo licensing system in the UK and to advise or make recommendations to Ministers of any legislative or other changes that may be necessary.

TEACHING

Teaching at Veterinary Colleges is important to ensure the education of new generations of Vets and is often accompanied by research. Training is also undertaken by vets in practice as veterinary students come to see practice and student nurses attend training practices.
THE POLICE AND ARMED SERVICES
These services employ animals in a variety of roles and a vet employed in this line of work will find themselves dealing with everything from horseguards’ horses, guard dogs and sniffer dogs to the regimental Chihuahua.

University points of contact for careers in Veterinary Science
NB - The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons is not a teaching college but is the main regulatory body for Veterinary Surgeons in the UK and is a useful first point of contact if you are considering a career as a Veterinary Surgeon or Nurse.  Also see the links page on the web site.
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons (RCVS) 
Belgravia House
62- 64 Horseferry Road 
London, SW1P 2AF
Tel: (020) 7222 2001
Fax: (020) 7222 2004

Web: www.rcvs.org.uk/visitors
NB - this is a non-teaching college

BRISTOL
Veterinary Admissions Clerk
University of Bristol, Senate House
Bristol BS8 1TH
Tel: 0117 928 9000

www.vetschool.bris.ac.uk/

EDINBURGH
Admissions Officer
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies
University of Edinburgh, Summerhall
Edinburgh, EH9 1QH
Tel: 0131 650 6130

www.vet.ed.ac.uk/

GLASGOW 
Admissions Officer
University of Glasgow Veterinary School
464 Bearsden Rd
Glasgow, G61 1QH 
Tel: 0141 330 5700

www.gla.ac.uk/faculties/vet/index.html
LONDON
The Head of Registry 
The Royal Veterinary College 
Royal College Street 
London, NW1 0TU 
Tel: 020 7468 5000

www.rvc.ac.uk/

LIVERPOOL 
The Admissions Sub-Dean
Faculty of Veterinary Science
University of Liverpool 
Liverpool, L69 7ZJ
Tel: 0151 794 2000

pcwww.liv.ac.uk/vets/

CAMBRIDGE
The Department Secretary
Department of Clinical Veterinary Medicine
University of Cambridge, Madingley Rd
Cambridge, CB2 0ES
Tel: 01223 337600

www.vet.cam.ac.uk/

NOTTINGHAM
The School of Veterinary Medicine and Science
The University of Nottingham
Sutton Bonington Campus
Sutton Bonington
Leicestershire, LE12 5RD
Tel: 0115 951 6417

www.nottingham.ac.uk/vet/
Outside the UK:

ST GEORGE’S UNIVERSITY
Grenada,
West Indies
c/o The North American Correspondent:
University Services ltd
One East Main St
Bay Shore
New York 11706-8399
www.sgu.edu






